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THSLL SPONSORSHIP POLICY
PUBLISHED: August 23, 2011
IDENTIFIER: Texas High School Lacrosse League Annual Sponsorship Revision: THSLLSPONSORSHIP08232010
CONTACTS: THSLL Board of Directors
PURPOSE: To provide the process and Policy through which companies and/or individuals can enter into THSLL sponsorship arrangements with the THSLL and THSLL Member School Programs
ANNUAL SPONSORSHIP: Annual Sponsorship is the negotiated provision of donations (funds) to the THSLL and in exchange for advertising and/or publicity on the THSLL website and select THSLL events as defined by the individual sponsorship levels in this Policy.
THSLL State Sponsor Levels
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Gold Sponsorship
$3,000
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Silver Sponsorship
$2,000
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Bronze Sponsorship
$1,000

	Main Page Logo
120 x 120 logo on thsll.org home page linking to either sponsor site or THSLL sponsor page. 

District Page Logo
120 x 120 logo on all district pages on thsll.org. Linking to sponsor site or THSLL sponsor page. 

THSLL Sponsors Page
506 x 350 size ad 
- Full Width Ad

Division I Super Regionals
Announcement & Banner
All Districts
Division II District Finals Announcement & Banner
All Districts

	District Page Logo
120 x 120 logo on single district page on thsll.org. Linking to sponsor site or THSLL sponsor page. 

THSLL Sponsors Page
225 x 225 size ad 
- Quarter Width Ad
Division I Super Regionals
Announcement & Banner
All Games / Single Location
Division II District Finals Announcement & Banner
All Games / Single Location
	THSLL Sponsors Page
506 x 104 size ad 
- Banner Ad
Division I Super Regionals
Announcement 
Single Game/Single Location
Division II District Finals Announcement
Single Game/Single Location


THSLL Individual Sponsor Levels

	Team Sponsorship
$500
	Individual and Family Sponsorships
$2,000
	Lacrosse Camps and/or Tournament Exposure
(Non-THSLL Sponsored)

	Team Page
120 x 120 logo on team page of thsll.org

Applies to program, both varsity and JV teams. 

Logo hyperlinks to company website. 
	Sponsorship Page 
Name Recognition

“Alumni”

$100

“Team Captain”
$125+

“All Star”

$250+

“League MVP”

$500+


	Main Page Exposure
$400
Exposure on main thsll.org and all district news pages with description of tournament/camp, details, and forms.   

Main Page Exposure
$200
Exposure on main thsll.org news page with description of tournament/camp, details, and forms.   




STATE CHAMPIONSHIP WEBSITE SPONSOR $750.00
Texaslacrossechamps.org Logo & Link to Sponsorship Page(s) with 506 x 104 size ad - Banner Ad
Sponsorship Funds Appropriations for 2011 THSLL Season

THSLL Member School Program bringing a Gold , Silver, Bronze or Team Annual Sponsor to the THSLL Sponsorship Program receives 20% of the Sponsor proceeds (Sponsor recommendation on source required)

State Championship Fund receives 20% of THSLL Sponsor proceeds

State Program Development Fund receives 10% of Sponsor proceeds

State Website Fund receives 10% of Sponsor proceeds

Remainder of Sponsorship Program proceeds go to Districts Funds based on location of Sponsors

Banners and Ads provided by Sponsors to THSLL specifications

No exclusivity for any Sponsor

25% of proceeds from Camp/Tournament Sponsors go to District Funds based on location of camp or tournament and 75% to State Website Fund
State Championship Website Sponsor proceeds go to State Championship Fund
SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT: A Sponsorship Agreement is a written document outlining the negotiated terms for a sponsorship.  Agreements may be with a business, organization, and/ or with individuals.
THSLL will maintain accurate copies of all Sponsorship Agreements; advise their THSLL Member School Programs of all sponsorships and ensure sponsorship income is presented to THSLL Member School Programs at the THSLL Annual State Meeting; and indicate how sponsorships benefited the THSLL.
THSLL will keep a record of all Sponsorship Agreements including details of sponsorship income and expenditures.
THSLL will monitor adherence to the principles and mandatory procedures of this Policy for all sponsorships.
THSLL will provide advice, where necessary, on the implementation of this Policy.
SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT TERM: The term of the THSLL Sponsorship Agreement is December 1st to May 30th, and is renewable at the then prevailing rate if contracted for multiple years and renewed within the term.

POLICY STATEMENT: The sponsorship activity must be consistent with the values, purpose and mission of the THSLL.  All sponsorship monies received by the THSLL become monies of the THSLL, and must be treated in accordance with the procedures outlined in this Policy pursuant to the THSLL Board of Director’s vote(s) on distribution of monies.

The THSLL Board of Directors must not individually benefit as a result of any sponsorship.  The THSLL Board of Directors must not take, or seek to take, improper advantage of their position in order to obtain benefits for themselves, their family or any other person or organization.  The benefits of a sponsorship must go to the THSLL as defined in this Policy document.

MONITORING AND REPORTING RESPONSIBILITIES:  The THSLL will provide details of all current sponsorship income and expenditures at the THSLL State Meeting.
The THSLL Board of Directors retains the right to decide whether to allow a Sponsor to participate or not in THSLL sponsorship.

All monies received under a Sponsorship Agreement will remain under the control of the THSLL Treasurer and be placed in the appropriate THSLL bank accounts and/or be dispersed to THSLL Member School Programs based on this Policy.
MANDATORY PROCEDURES: The negotiation of Sponsorship Agreements must proceed according to this Policy no matter what the size and scope of the Sponsorship Agreement.

Sponsorships must be seen as an opportunity to fund the activities of the THSLL reducing the need to ask THSLL Member School Programs for funding.
Sponsorships must be viewed as a supplement, not relied on as a permanent source of funds and not as the major source of funds for the THSLL.

Acceptance of a Sponsor must not be made a condition for a THSLL player, coach, administrator, parent or fan, or THSLL Board of Director participation in the sponsored activity or program.  For example, should individuals conscientiously object, the THSLL and/or Sponsors must neither insist on those individuals frequenting the Sponsor’s business or displaying their name or symbol, nor constrain those students from participating in a Sponsor activity. 
Any Sponsorship Agreement must not compromise the professional standards and ethics of the THSLL.
Direct Sponsorship Agreements should only be negotiated with organizations whose public image, products and services are consistent with the values, purpose, goals and specific policies of the THSLL and THSLL Member School Programs.
Any company or organization or individual whose name is associated with the manufacture, distribution or sale of tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, pornography or armaments is not regarded as an appropriate THSLL Sponsor.

When considering an organization as a potential Sponsor, the THSLL Board of Directors will evaluate the appropriateness of the type of products or services the organization markets and the marketing methods used by such company and/or organization.
Where there is doubt as to the suitability of an organization, the sponsorship negotiations should not proceed until advice has been sought from the THSLL Board of Directors and the Sponsorship Agreement is supported by a majority vote of the THSLL Board of Directors.
LEGAL ADVICE, CONTRACTS AND WRITTEN SPONSORHIP AGREEMENTS: Sponsorship Agreements must be retained for at least seven years after expiration of the sponsorship.  Each Sponsorship Agreement (including exchange of letters or full legal agreement) shall be made for a specific period and purpose.  Sponsorship Agreements may be re-negotiated by either party, but must be agreed upon by a majority vote of the THSLL Board of Directors.  The Sponsorship Agreement should ensure the THSLL will not be out of pocket in the event that a Sponsor withdraws.

It is the responsibility of the THSLL Webmaster to ensure placement of the Sponsor logo and ad on www.thsll.org and/or www.Texaslacrossechamps.org website according to this Policy acknowledging the support of the Sponsor.
Every Sponsorship Agreement shall contain a clause which allows for the cancellation of the Sponsorship Agreement without penalty where information questioning the appropriateness of an organization as a Sponsor comes to light after the Sponsorship Agreement has been signed.

The THSLL Board of Directors should ensure all acknowledgment arrangements are detailed in the Sponsorship Agreement to avoid any future dispute 
SPONSORSHIP ACKNOWLEDGMENT: The extent of acknowledgment should reflect the level of sponsorship.  Sponsor acknowledgment should also be in a form consistent with the standards and values of the TSHLL. The public nature of the THSLL should not be infringed or impaired by sponsorship schemes.  In particular, the THSLL name, official letterhead, uniforms, and websites should not incorporate the names or logos of Sponsors and should not be used to advertise Sponsors’ products unless agreed upon in writing in the Sponsorship Agreement.  The only form of acknowledgment is the executed Sponsorship Agreement which spells out the entire arrangement between the THSLL and the Sponsor.
The THSLL logo must be prominently displayed in conjunction with any Sponsor’s name, logo, trademark or symbol used at any supported THSLL activity, on any printed matter or on clothing.  The THSLL’s logo shall be at least the same size as the Sponsor's logo.  All directly related details shall be spelled out in the Sponsorship Agreement.  No other agreements written or verbal shall apply.
ENDORSEMENTS: Although Sponsorship Agreements may provide exposure of the Sponsor's corporate logo or name, the written Sponsorship Agreement must not endorse or recommend any product or service.  Furthermore, neither the THSLL nor its THSLL Member School Programs may be involved in marketing commercial products of Sponsors.
The THSLL Board of Directors should not actively recommend or endorse a product or service and no statement in the Sponsor’s advertising should imply that a product or service is recommended or endorsed by the THSLL beyond what is explicitly spelled out in the Sponsorship Agreement.

REPORTING PROCEDURE:  The THSLL Board of Directors will be required to include reporting on sponsorships in THSLL State Meeting reports and regular financial statements of the THSLL.
FINAL AUTHORITY: Final authority over any Sponsorship Agreement ultimately rests with the THSLL Board of Directors, and through a 30-day written appeal process, the THSLL Commissioner.
SPONSOR RESPONSIBILITY: Sponsor shall be responsible for the following:

· All graphics shall be provided by the sponsor.  
· THSLL will not create or modify artwork provided to THSLL. THSLL is not responsible for the final display of artwork not adhering to guidelines. 

· All banners shall be created, shipped, and provided by the sponsor.  
· All artwork shall be in a web acceptable format and resolution. (High resolution png, gif, or jpg) format
· THSLL reserves the right to resize improperly sized ads whether or not it causes distortion. 
LOGO & ADD VISIBILITY. THSLL reserves the right to prohibit, restrict or discontinue Sponsor participation on certain pages within www.thsll.org if the Sponsor violates any terms of this Policy and/or the Sponsorship Agreement.  When our editorial and advertising/sponsorship guidelines change in a way that significantly affects this Policy, we will post changes on www.thsll.org.  THIS POLICY MAY BE UPDATED AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE, AND EACH TIME A USER ACCESSES THIS SITE, THE NEW POLICY WILL GOVERN USAGE EFFECTIVE UPON POSTING. To remain in compliance, THSLL suggests that you review the Policy, as well as any other www.thsll.org policies, at regular intervals.  By continuing to request posting of any content after such new terms are posted, you accept and agree to any and all such modifications to this Policy. Furthermore, should THSLL be aware of or suspect that you have violated these terms of the Policy or any other terms of use noted above, THSLL may, in its sole discretion, immediately suspend, cancel or terminate or remove your advertisement temporarily or permanently from www.thsll.org.  Further, www.thsll.org reserves the right to cancel or remove at any time any advertisement from www.thsll.org for any reason.  

AD SELECTION.  THSLL has sole discretion for determining the types of advertising and sponsorships that will be accepted and displayed on www.thsll.org.  We seek advertisements and Sponsors that are compatible with our mission of providing Texas high school student athletes the opportunity to play the sport of lacrosse.  THSLL reserves the right to reject advertisements and support of any kind.

PROHIBITED CONTENT AND USE. THSLL will not accept advertising that, in our sole and exclusive opinion, violates either the letter or spirit of the law or THSLL’s charitable tax exempt purpose, or otherwise makes unsubstantiated claims of benefit or contains false or misleading information.  THSLL will not accept advertising in any form for any products or services known to be harmful to the public or individual health (e.g., tobacco products), nor will THSLL knowingly accept advertisements or grants of any kind from companies that manufacture such products directly or through their subsidiaries.  In addition, THSLL will not accept advertisements or sponsorships that relate to the following: alcohol, firearms/weapons, fireworks, legal issues (including proposed postings for malpractice attorneys and/or medical expert witnesses), pornography, lottery, third-party contests or sweepstakes and third-party market research or surveys, politics or campaign solicitation or campaigning activity of any kind, social causes, religion or religious affiliated content or services, or comparative advertising.  Sponsors are prohibited from using pop-up and floating advertisements and are strictly prohibited from collecting personally identifiable information from visitors to www.thsll.org (e.g., through the use of cookies, applets, or other files).  Advertisements cannot allow the user to click on an advertisement that links to the advertiser’s Internet site.  THSLL may create and insert or instruct you to create and insert this notice for advertisements that have been approved.  The Sponsor may not program its link to “frame” any THSLL web site page.  Links may, however, provide for an additional opening of the computer user’s Internet browser program. You may not, under any circumstances, establish a link to www.thsll.org without the express written consent of the THSLL, including but not limited to direct and deep linking. You may not use www.thsll.org for any purpose that is inconsistent with THSLL’s tax exempt status.

NO ENDORSEMENTS.   The acceptance of advertising or sponsorships shall not be considered an endorsement by THSLL of the products or services promoted, the company or organization, or the claims made.  If you are providing an approved donation  in support of various portions of www.thsll.org, no editorial statement or endorsement, direct or indirect, of any organization, company, or product/service is included as part of that sponsorship donation.  THSLL acknowledges each donating organization for its philanthropy at the bottom of the applicable webpage(s). 

NO USE OF NAME. You shall not use the name, logo, likeness, trademarks, image or other intellectual property of THSLL for any advertising, marketing, endorsement or any other purposes without the specific prior written consent of the THSLL Board of Directors as to each such use and shall specifically not associate or involve THSLL with your organization or the product/services that you are promoting.  Any such permission will be spelled out in the Sponsorship Agreement.
FORMATTING AND EDITORIAL POLICIES.  All advertisement and sponsorship areas on www.thsll.org are clearly designated, and we reserve the right to determine ad placement, size and formatting.  The development and provision of all information on www.thsll.org is the sole responsibility of the THSLL.  Sponsors of THSLL have no influence over the content of www.thsll.org.  All Sponsors’ messages, banners and advertising copy, including content and placement, are subject to final approval by THSLL.  Advertisements shall not tarnish, blur or dilute the quality of the THSLL logo or brand or associated goodwill of the THSLL. 

SOURCES OF OUR INFORMATION.  Unless otherwise noted, all content and materials on www.thsll.org are internally validated by our editors or prepared by independent contractors whose editorial processes we have evaluated and approved.  THSLL does not guarantee the accuracy, adequacy, completeness or availability of any information and is not responsible for any errors or omissions or for the results obtained from the use of such information.
NO WARRANTIES.  The www.thsll.org website and the content therein are provided by THSLL on an “as Is” basis.  THSLL makes no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, as to the operation of www.thsll.org, or the content, products and/or services, included therein.  To the fullest extent permissible by applicable law, THSLL disclaims all warranties, express or implied including but not limited to implied warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, title, and/or infringement.  When using this Website, information will be transmitted over a medium that is beyond the control of THSLL. 

ALTHOUGH OUR INFORMATION CONTENT IS REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY THE THSLL BOARD OF DIRECTORS, THSLL DOES NOT GUARANTEE THE ACCURACY, ADEQUACY, OR COMPLETENESS OF ANY INFORMATION AND IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OR OMISSIONS OR FOR THE RESULTS OBTAINED FROM THE USE OF SUCH INFORMATION. 

YOU ACKNOWLEDGE AND AGREE THAT THSLL DOES NOT OPERATE OR CONTROL THE INTERNET AND THEREFORE DOES NOT GUARANTEE THAT THE USE OF THIS WEBSITE WILL BE ERROR-FREE OR FREE OF TECHNOLOGY DOWNTIMES OR UNAVAILABILITY. YOU ACKNOWLEDGE AND AGREE THAT THSLL CANNOT AND DOES NOT GUARANTEE AGAINST VIRUSES, WORMS, OR OTHER UNAUTHORIZED USERS OR HACKERS ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN ACCESS TO THIS WEBSITE OR INFORMATION TRANSMITTED TO OR FROM THIS SITE.  USERS HEREBY EXPRESSLY ASSUME THE SOLE RISK OF ANY UNAUTHORIZED DISCLOSURE OR INTENTIONAL INTRUSION, OR OF ANY DELAY, FAILURE, INTERRUPTION, OR CORRUPTON OF DATA OR OTHER INFORMATION TRANSMITTED IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OF THIS WEBSITE. 
THSLL is not responsible for data, messages, or pages lost, not delivered or misdirected because of interruptions or performance issues with the internet.  The timeliness of data received is not guaranteed.  Delays or omissions may occur.
THSLL also reserves the right to temporarily or permanently discontinue this site, any page, or any functionality on www.thsll.org at any time and without notice.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST.  Should you attempt to post an advertisement through THSLL on www.thsll.org for any service or product in which a THSLL Board of Director or THSLL Member School Program has any interest, or such THSLL party serves on any of your boards or committees or in any advisory capacity with you or your organization, you must disclose this interest to the THSLL Commissioner who will confirm such status with the THSLL Board of Directors for further guidance, consideration, and approval, if applicable.

LINKS TO THIRD PARTY SITES.  This Website contains links to websites operated by other parties.  The links are provided for users’ convenience only.  We do not control such websites, and we are not responsible for the content and performance of those sites.  The inclusion of links to other websites does not imply an endorsement of the material on the websites or any association with their operators.  THSLL does not operate, control, or endorse any information, products, or services provided by third parties through the Internet.  Use of other sites is strictly at users’ own risk, including but not limited to any risks associated with destructive viruses.  Users are responsible for viewing and abiding by the terms and conditions of use and the privacy statements of the other websites.

AD REVENUE. The advertising and sponsorship revenue received through www.thsll.org is considered a donation and will be used to support THSLL and THSLL Member School Programs.  No THSLL Member will personally benefit from any donations.
POLICY CHANGES. THIS POLICY MAY BE UPDATED AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE, AND EACH TIME A USER ACCESSES www.thsll.org, THE NEW POLICY WILL GOVERN USAGE, EFFECTIVE UPON POSTING.  To remain in compliance, THSLL suggests that you review this Policy, as well as the other www.thsll.org policies, at regular intervals.  By accessing www.thsll.org after such new terms are posted, you accept and agree to any and all such modifications to this Policy.
COMPLIANCE WITH LAW. All advertising and sponsorships shall comply with all local, state and federal laws, rules and regulations.
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